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What Happened To The Sovereign States?
In 1775-1781, under pressure created by the on-going Revolutionary War, thirteen sovereign States, which recently constituted themselves as independent countries in America, voluntarily formed a confederation, which they called the "United States of America".  The purpose of the Confederation was to establish a single governing authority that could provide common defense for all States, ensure inter-State cooperation in law, and facilitate orderly relations among States and with foreign nations. To pay for those services, their written agreement, called the Articles of Confederation, required each State to contribute money in proportion to its aggregate land value. But the Articles said nothing about enforcing full and prompt payment of those dues.

By 1786, largely because the States hadn't paid their dues faithfully, the United States was insolvent and facing international insignificance. Among other problems, this created imminent danger of harm to the States from competing foreign powers.  As a remedy, James Madison and others argued strongly for replacing the Articles of Confederation with a new constitution that would give the federal government more power, including an enforceable power to collect tax money directly from individuals, rather than rely on voluntary dues from the States.

But the States were extremely afraid that a strong central government would, over time, grow to re-forge the very chains of tyranny they had just fought an expensive and bloody war to throw off. The States recognized the benefits of a common defense and foreign policy, and welcomed free trade and travel among the States, but they abhorred the prospect of a national government that might well assume supreme power, abrogating their rights as sovereign States.
James Madison and other Federalists were able to convince enough States that their sovereignty would remain undiminished except for the specific powers that were spelled out in the Constitution. They successfully argued that the federal government could never go beyond those enumerated powers, because if one of its three branches tried to do so, another branch would be willing and able to overrule it.

Still, reluctant States pointed to the "general welfare", and the "necessary and proper" clauses, saying such language removes all limits on central power by allowing the entity to be controlled to determine for itself what activities can be controlled. Madison assured them that the "general welfare", and the "necessary and proper" clauses properly can be read only as a preface or introduction to the enumerated powers. Reading those clauses separately from the enumerated powers presents the absurd contradiction of a constraining list of specific powers, coupled with an unrestrained grant of general power.
So how did once-sovereign States become subjugated as they are today? The infallible wisdom of hindsight teaches that warnings about the agenda-driven federal courts, including the Supreme Court, weren't (and aren't) taken seriously enough. Lifetime appointments for judges, which were intended to remove transient political considerations from the courtroom, have instead ensured that corrupt, incompetent, and policy-making judges can continue damaging the country for decades. For example, federal courts allow the absurdly contradictory reading of the "welfare" and "necessary" clauses (see the previous paragraph) to support unconstitutional programs, in spite of Madison's assurances and in spite of common sense. Also, the same political faction can gain control of the executive branch, command a veto-proof majority in the legislature, then use that overwhelming power to pass unconstitutional laws. Although elections eventually can alleviate such despotism, permanent damage can be done in the interim -- especially when the activist-dominated federal court system, an integral part of the central government, refuses to preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of the United States.
The only effective long-term solution lies in the amendment process given by our Constitution, or in a general convention of the States to consider re-constituting the federal government. In the short term, since the federal courts have shown that they won't do it, the States legally can and must assert their sovereign right to protect their citizens from all attempts to enforce unconstitutional laws.
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