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DirectoryNotes

Copyright (c) Sanders-Indev, Inc. 2001. All rights reserved.

DirectoryNotes may not be made available to anyone without this document, which must remain complete, entire, and unedited. With the exception of the foregoing restriction, DirectoryNotes is given freely by its developer, Sanders-Indev, Inc., without compensation of any kind required of the user. Although extraordinary care has been taken to ensure that DirectoryNotes performs as described in this document, the user is solely responsible for any and all consequences of its use or misuse. In particular, Sanders-Indev, Inc. can not be held liable for losses of any kind that may be directly or indirectly attributable to its use. 

Sanders-Indev, Inc. can't afford to donate consulting services regarding freely-donated software. For that reason, messages and telephone calls of that nature are ignored

It's often useful to describe a directory in a short text note stored in that directory. As thousands of directories build up over the years, many essential directories become completely forgotten. These are easily mistaken for junk, and are liable to be deleted by a person who needs to recover disk space. Directory notes can help prevent this kind of data loss. They can also help identify files that are wasting storage space and backup time.

Directory notes can be implemented by ordinary methods, but the process is so tedious that it's likely to be avoided or postponed, losing the benefits of described directories. For example, it's an 8-step process to create a directory note with ordinary operations, and a 5-step process to read one:

Create:

1. Start Notepad (Untitled)

2. Write the note

3. Choose File/Save or File/Save As (the "Save As" dialog appears in either case)

4. Click through the hierarchy of directories in the "Save As" dialog box, until the desired destination directory is located

5. Double-click the destination directory

6. Enter the desired file name in the "File name" edit control

7. Choose File/Save

8. Close Notepad

Read:

1. Click through the hierarchy of directories in Explorer until the desired source directory is located.

2. Find the directory note in the list of files contained within the source directory

3. Double-click the directory note (If it's a .txt file, and if .txt files have been associated with Notepad, Notepad will open and expose the contents of the file for reading and/or editing.)

4. Read the directory note

5. Close Notepad

I've discovered a method by which directory notes can be created and read much more easily. For example, my "DirectoryNotes" facility creates a directory note in only 6 (easier) steps, and reads one in just 3 steps:


Create:

1. Right-click the directory in the tree listing to open the "speed menu"

2. Click "Directory Note". (Notepad will open with a "…create a new file?" dialog)

3. Click "Yes"  ("!dirNOTE.txt" stays near the top of the list, so it won't get lost easily.)

4. Write the note

5. Choose File/Save

6. Close Notepad

Read:

1. Right-click the directory in the tree listing

2. Read the directory note

3. Close Notepad

Unlike ordinary methods outlined above, DirectoryNotes doesn't use Notepad's time-consuming "Save As" dialog, and it doesn't require manually searching for a file. Furthermore, it works regardless of which application might be associated with .txt files. It has been tested successfully using MSExplorer,  Mijenix ExplorerPlus, and OnTrack PowerDesk on NT4; and using MSExplorer and Mijenix ExplorerPlus on W95. All tests included network drives and directories.

The installation process for DirectoryNotes uses the W95 registry editor, regedit.exe in the background. (It's done automatically; you don't have to open the registry or run any program.) It adds some new entries to the system registry without changing or deleting any existing entries.

If your NT system doesn't have regedit.exe,  a copy from a W95 machine will probably work.

To install DirectoryNotes (which uses only 603 bytes, not kilo- or megabytes), you'll need to ensure that regedit.exe and notepad.exe are both available on your system.  Also, both programs must be found in one of the directories listed in the value of System Variable "Path", which can be seen by right-clicking  "My Computer", then choosing Properties/Environment.

Most computers meet the above conditions without requiring any change.

Here's the two-step process to install the speed-menu directory notes facility. It only uses 603 bytes of disk space, and requires no manual modifications to the registry:

1. Double-click the below icon, dirnote1.reg, then click OK in the message box confirming that the registry entries have been done. [Activating this icon may produce a virus warning on some systems; it can be ignored safely.
] 

Note: If an Open with… dialog appears, point to regedit.exe and click "OK".
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2. Double-click below icon, dirnote2.reg, then click OK in the message box confirming that the registry entries have been done. [Activating this icon may produce a virus warning on some systems; it can be ignored safely.1]
Notes: If an Open with… dialog appears, point to regedit.exe and click "OK".
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The next page shows how to use the DirectoryNotes facility.
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To use the DirectoryNotes facility, open Explorer (or Explorer+ or PowerDesk) and right-click on any directory or drive icon in the tree list. Among the speed-menu items that appear, a new "Directory Note" item will appear:

Choosing Directory Note from the speed menu will open Notepad. If there's already a directory note stored in the target directory, Notepad will automatically display it. Otherwise, it will ask for permission to create one, using the confirmation dialog below.

 Respond "Yes", then write whatever is needed. When finished, close Notepad, saving your file.
Feb. 2001   [End of document]




Right-clicking a drive or folder icon in Explorer 's tree list produces a  speed menu having a new item "Directory Note".








� For those who may be interested:


Dirnote1.reg adds a new sub-key "Directory Note" to


	HKEY_CLASSES_ROOT\Directory\shell\


and Dirnote2.reg adds a similar structure to 


	HKEY_CLASSES_ROOT\Drive\shell\








_1042571187/Dirnote1.reg
REGEDIT4



[HKEY_CLASSES_ROOT\Directory\shell\Directory Note]

@=""



[HKEY_CLASSES_ROOT\Directory\shell\Directory Note\Command]

@="notepad.exe !dirNOTE.txt"



[HKEY_CLASSES_ROOT\Directory\shell\Directory Note\Description]

@="Edit Directory Note file !dirNOTE.txt  [2001jan31(19:12)-sls]"
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[HKEY_CLASSES_ROOT\Drive\shell\Directory Note]

@=""



[HKEY_CLASSES_ROOT\Drive\shell\Directory Note\Command]

@="notepad.exe !dirnote.txt"



[HKEY_CLASSES_ROOT\Drive\shell\Directory Note\Description]

@="Edit Directory Note file !dirNOTE.txt  [2001jan31(19:12)-sls]"






